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By Mirirai Nyabvure

The  COVID-19 pandemic and its effects on access to education has significantly impacted Deaf learners

.Deaf learners lack access to quality education in Sign Language and parents of the Deaf learners lack

support for learning Sign Language. Zimbabwe has an uneven education landscape and the inequalities

are more pronounced in times of crisis and these inequalities have become more glaring. During the

COVID-19 pandemic many schools closed or moved online but still these schools struggled to meet the

needs of Deaf learners. In an initiative (radio lessons) to provide alterative learning for children in

Zimbabwe, children who are Deaf have been again forgotten and left behind are not able to benefit

from alternative learning as they cannot access radio classes. 

The Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education reported that Deaf children will be provided with TV

lessons after 9 and half weeks, after the 3rd of June 2020 and to date this is yet to be done as the

Ministry laments of lack of funds. The lack of regard for children who are Deaf and hard of hearing

continues as the country still does not have a Sign Language curriculum for the Deaf children. Sign

language remains largely undocumented, undescribed and undeveloped. The lack of a harmonized Sign

Language in Zimbabwe’s education system remains a challenge for inclusion as Zimbabwe‘s Constitution

celebrates seven (7) years since its promulgation.This exclusion of learners who are Deaf in alternative

learning is unfair and discriminatory. 

The worldwide shift to virtual learning has left many Deaf learners behind since many families cannot

afford to pay for internet access. Most online learning materials are also not designed to meet the needs

of deaf learners. Online teaching materials and virtual classes lack subtitles, qualified teachers and Sign

Language interpreters. Currently, as schools have re-opened many parents have been unable to afford

school fees or have not sent their children back to school due to concerns about the spread of COVID-19.

Article 23 on the United Nations Convention on the Rights (UNCRC)of the child calls on countries to

ensure that children with disabilities including Deaf children, have access to education so that children

achieve the fullest possible development. Both the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

(CRPD) and CRC call on countries to provide parents of Deaf children with services that support

parenting duties. However in many countries governments and schools do not meet their obligations to

Deaf learners.

Ensure learners receive equitable access to

information and education in Sign Language

during and after the pandemic, including access

to instruction by sign language proficient

teachers and provision of visual learning

materials.

Ensure parents of Deaf learners receive support

for Sign Language via home visits, parent classes

and distance learning to support family

communication

Support Deaf children’s right to return to in-

person schooling with other Deaf learners.

Support access to higher education to enable

Deaf people to become teachers

Provide ongoing support to hearing teachers in

improving their proficiency in Sign Language

Guidelines on Best practices in

Virtual and non- Virtual Learning

Environments

T h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  l e a r n e r s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s

m o r e  p r e c a r i o u s  t h a n  e v e r

For more information, please

contact  

chikunyatj@gmail.com

www.deafzimbabwetrust.org





“During this COVID period, we have seen how girls are
disproportionately affected. The risks to girls go beyond the
virus — including child marriage, early pregancy... Our
communities have home-grown, relevant solutions which
can help us to keep our children safe.” - Faith Nkala,
National Director, CAMFED Zimbabwe and founding
CAMFED Association member

Speaking during the ‘Preparing Safe Schools’ webinar
hosted by the Higherlife Foundation, CAMFED Zimbabwe’s
National Director Faith Nkala (once herself supported
through school by CAMFED) underscored that supporting
the most marginalized — including girls and students with
disabilities — to return to school in a COVID safe manner is
a matter of justice. Mrs. Tumisang Thabela, Permanent
Secretary at MoPSE, joined parts of the discussion

“Education is a superpower and should be communicated as
such. Education - especially girls’ education - addresses the
biggest challenges we face across the globe - from poverty,
COVID and climate change to gender inequity, instability and
social injustice.”

In her live interview with CNBC Africa’s Arnold Kwizera on 9
February 2021, Angeline Murimirwa, CAMFED Executive
Director - Africa, addressed the impact COVID-19 has had on
education, and how to best bridge the widening gap between
the most and least privileged. She pointed to the impact of the
leadership of young women from marginalised backgrounds in
the CAMFED Association, who are united by a determination to
see every child succeed. 

Watch the interview live here.
https://bit.ly/3slFYkQ

Addressing the Inequality

Gap on CNBC TV

Home-grown solutions to keep girls safe and learning

Faith Nkala 

For more information,

please contact 

comms@camfed.org 

 www.camfed.org

https://www.cnbcafrica.com/2021/how-covid-19-has-laid-bare-the-inequality-gap-in-education-for-girls/
mailto:comms@camfed.org


Under the Pre-Educate Project funded
by the European Civil Protection and
Human Aid Operations, Terre des
Hommes Italy successfully managed to
implement key project interventions in
Chipinge and Chimanimani Districts of
Manicaland Province. The initiatives
include Learning Programme (ALP)
Training for teachers, Provision of
teaching material and key subject
learning kits for schools, rehabilitation
of classroom blocks and construction of
latrines among other interventions. 

Before 

After 

Before After 

Rehabilitation of Classroom
Blocks 

A rehabilitated class of a classroom block
at Ndima Secondary School located in
Ward 21 of Chimanimani District in
Manicaland Province. The Pre-Educate
Project targets a total of 40 schools in
Chipinge and Chimanimani Districts of
Manicaland Province that were affected
by Cyclone Idai

Cyclone Idai made landfall in March
2019 and Nyaututu Primary School

located in Chipinge is one of the
several schools that were affected.

Terre des Hommes with funding from
the European Civil Protection and

Human Aid Operations completed the
construction of latrines at Nyaututu
Primary School in Chipinge District. 

 

Under our Child Sponsorship Programme –
Sostegno a Distanza supported by donors in

Italy we distributed back to school hygiene kits
to our beneficiaries and as of now we have
managed to reach 370 learners. The kits

contained exercise books, pens, pencils, rulers,
bag, 3 masks, tooth brush, toothpaste, towel, 1

bar soap and reusable sanitary pads for
teenage girls. 

 

ALP training workshop  2020 at Marisa lodge 
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